, in Gaborone, Botswanaa very fitting location not only because of the country's leading role as a rough diamond producer as well as a diamond valuation and sales centre, but because the conference also coincided with the 50th anniversary of the discovery of Orapa, Botswana's first diamond mine. Since then Botswana has become a shining example to the world how the wealth created by resource extraction can completely transform a once poor country and benefit the entire population, if good governance practices and a willingness to share are in place.
The impetus to hold 11 IKC in Gaborone came from the University of Botswana and in particular the Head of the Department of Geology, Read Mapeo, who became the conference convenor. Barbara Scott Smith (Vancouver) did the herculean work of organizing 11 IKC as a world-class meeting and was instrumental in raising major sponsorship from industry (www.11ikc.com). Many others contributed to make 11 IKC the tremendous success that it was: Eleven IKC was held in the majestic Gaborone International Convention Centre (GICC), set within the beautiful park-like surroundings of the Grand Palm Resort. Three-hundred-thirty delegates enjoyed 5 days of a continuous single oral session, followed by late afternoon poster viewing on three of these days. The complete extended abstracts of 11 IKC, and all previous IKCs, are freely accessible at www.ikcabstracts.com.
The oral and poster sessions were grouped around the six conference themes, covering (1) kimberlite geology, (2) Earth's mantle, (3) diamonds, (4) kimberlite petrology, (5) diamond exploration and mining and (6) cratons.
These conference themes also guided the order of papers in this supplement to volume 112 of the journal Mineralogy and Petrology, representing the 11 IKC Proceedings. Because of its considerable thickness, about 750 journal pages, the supplement is printed in two parts. Part I focusses on cratons, Earth's mantle and diamonds and is dedicated to Gerhard P. Brey, Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany. Part II deals with the geology and petrology of kimberlites and their exploration and mining and is dedicated to Suzanne Y. O'Reilly and William (Bill) L. Griffin, Macquarie University, Sydney. Each in their different way, these three researchers shaped kimberlite, mantle and diamond research through their immense scientific contributions. They have all been devoted to the cause of IKCs over many decades and Bill actually attended 1 IKC.
